
                                        Summer Family Literacy Challenge 

 

This year we have come up with a fun and exciting challenge that will keep reading 

alive and engage families with the love of literacy!  All students that participate will 

be invited to an awesome literacy celebration in September!  We encourage families 

to read these choices aloud, as well as completing the closing activity together and 

embrace the adventures as a family!!   

 

Grades K-3: 

   

Students in grades K-2  will all read the book The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson. 

This book is also available in Spanish, as El Día En Que Descubres Quién Eres! 
 

In this book National Book Award winner Jacqueline Woodson and two-time Pura Belpré 

Illustrator Award winner Rafael López have teamed up to create a poignant, yet heartening 

book about finding courage to connect, even when you feel scared and alone. 

“There will be times when you walk into a room and no one there is quite like you.” 

There are many reasons to feel different. Maybe it's how you look or talk, or where you're 

from; maybe it's what you eat, or something just as random. It's not easy to take those 

first steps into a place where nobody really knows you yet, but somehow you do it. 

This book’s lyrical text and dazzling art reminds us that we all feel like outsiders 

sometimes-and how brave it is that we go forth anyway. And that sometimes, when we 

reach out and begin to share our stories, others will be happy to meet us halfway 

To watch and follow along see the read aloud below! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XUkWoRpeR4 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XUkWoRpeR4


Grades 4-5: 

 

Students in grades 4-5 will all read the book Fish in a Tree by Linda Mullaly Hunt 

 

  Fish in a Tree,  Lynda Mullaly Hunt   

 

“Everybody is smart in different ways. But if you judge a fish by its 

ability to climb a tree, it will live its life believing it is stupid.” 

  

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time 

she lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to read by 

creating clever yet disruptive distractions.  She is afraid to ask for 

help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest teacher 

Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble 

maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and that 

dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally 

feels free to be herself and the world starts opening up with 

possibilities. She discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and to 

everyone—than a label, and that great minds don’t always think alike. 

 

Check out the book trailer here… 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/my-drive 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/my-drive


 Summer Literacy Challenge 

           Activity  

            *Grades K-5*    

                   YOU are unique! 

          YOU are special and NO ONE else  

                      is quite like you! 

 

      Be creative and tell us what makes YOU  

                 stand out from others!   

 

     Be sure to compare yourself to a specific 

character trait you connected with in the books! 

 

  Feel free to use written expression, or art, or 

technology as a means to express yourself!   

        We can’t wait to hear all about YOU! 

     Activities will be due Tuesday, Sept. 8th! 

 

Questions?  klivingston@magnoliaschools.org 
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